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Abstract

The objective of this studywas to explore the way of life showing an identity of
Khiriwong Community and the meanings given to the community. Data collected through
in-depth interviews conducted with 27 informants were categorized, interpreted,
concluded, and presented using descriptive analysis. The findings of the study were as

follows. People in Khiriwong live simple lives with kin relationships and depend on each
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other. Most of them are Buddhists, thus they have a Buddhist way of life, culture and
traditions. They have a Buddhist temple as a spiritual center where they hold traditional
ceremonies inherited from the past. People in Khiriwong have always depended mainly
on their local resources from the past until the present. They grow various kinds of fruit
in the same area called “SuanSomrom” or mixed orchards. Even though they once had
a devastating natural disaster, they could use their local wisdoms and dependence on
nature to maintain their way of life until now and this has attracted tourists to Khiriwong.
Regarding the meanings of this community, it is called a place with the best air quality; a
place where local wisdoms are transferred to outsiders; and a tourist place.

Keywords: Way of life, identity, Khiriwong Community
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